BOOK IV. CHAP. XI.	199
the gratitude he felt to her; then to proceed without delay to his
Mend the Manager, that he might do his utmost to assist the
luckless company; intending at the same time to visit the com-
mercial friends whom he had letters for, and to transact the busi-
ness which had been intrusted to him. He was not without hope
that fortune, as formerly, would favour him; and give him oppor-
tunity, by some lucky speculation, to repair his losses, and fill up
the vacuity of his coffer.
The desire of again beholding his beautiful deliverer augmented
every day. To settle his route, he took counsel with the clergy-
man, a person well skilled in statistics and geography, and pos-
sessing a fine collection of charts and books on those subjects.
They two searched for the place which this noble family had
chosen as their residence while the war continued; they searched
for information respecting the family itself. But their place was
to be found in no geography or map; and the heraldic manuals
made no mention of their name. Wilhelm became restless; and
having mentioned the cause of his uneasiness, the Harper told
him he had reason to believe that the huntsman, for whatever
reason, had concealed the real designations.
Conceiving himself now to be in the immediate neighbourhood
of his lovely benefactress, Wilhelm hoped he might obtain some
tidings of her, if he sent out the Harper: but in this too he was
deceived. Diligently as the old man kept inquiring, he could find
no trace of her. Of late days a number of quick movements and
unforeseen marches had taken place in that quarter; no one had
particularly noticed the travelling party; and the ancieat messen-
ger, to avoid being taken for a Jewish spy, was obliged to return,
and appear without any olive-leaf before his master and friend.
He gave a strict account of his conduct in this commission, striv-
ing to keep far from him all suspicions of remissness. He en-
deavoured by every means to mitigate the trouble of our friend;
bethought him of everything that he had learned from the hunts-
man, and advanced a number of conjectures; out of all which,
one circumstance at length came to light, whereby Wilhelm could
explain some enigmatic words of his vanished benefactress.
The freebooters, it appeared, had lain in wait, not for the
wandering troop, but for that noble company, whom they rightly
guessed to be provided with store of gold and valuables, and of
whose movements they must have had precise intelligence. Whe-
ther the attack should be imputed to some free-corps, to marauders,

